
Musician Employment Agreement: Recorded Performances

 Name of musical group: _________________________

Address of musical group: _________________________

Date: ______________

Name of musician: ________________________

Address of musician: ___________________________________________________

Dear ____________

     The following when signed by each of us, shall confirm our understanding and agreement with regard to your rendering services as a musician.

1. We engaged your services as a musician (vocalist) and you accepted such engagement and agreed to appear and perform on ______________ in connection with a recording session.

2. Conditioned upon your full and faithful performance of all the terms and provisions hereof, including, without limitation, your actual rendition of the services which you are to perform hereunder, we agreed to pay you the following as full and complete consideration for your services hereunder:

one thousand dollars ($1000.00) and one (1) royalty point to be accounted and paid as ____________ is paid by the record label ___________ . Redacted elements of __(artist)__________ agreement containing the relevant royalty accounting and payment information will be made available upon request.  _____(artist)____ shall request a Letter of Direction from his record label to provide for direct accounting and payment to you.

3. You hereby grant to us all rights of every kind and nature in and to the results and proceeds of your services and performances rendered hereunder, including, without limitation, the complete, unconditional and exclusive ownership of your performances in connection with your services hereunder, together with the worldwide right in perpetuity to use and publish and to permit others to use and publish your name, likeness, voice and other biographical material in connection with your services and performances hereunder and the results and proceeds thereof. We shall have the right to assign any and all of the rights granted herein to any person, firm or company. You shall not have the right to assign any of your rights or obligations hereunder. You hereby agree that all work performed by you under this Agreement, and all results and proceeds therefrom, shall be considered work-for-hire under the provisions of the Copyright Act of 1976 and we shall be the sole and exclusive owner of said results and proceeds.

4. Nothing contained herein is to be construed as creating a joint venture or partnership between you and us. You understand, represent and warrant that you are responsible for your worker's compensation coverage, disability coverage, Social Security withholding, federal and state unemployment withholding and all federal, state and local income tax withholding, that such payments will be made by you when due and that you will indemnify us and hold us harmless from all claims by taxing authorities respecting the non-payment of any of your obligations hereunder, and all expenses, payments and liabilities incurred by us in connection with such claims by taxing authorities. This agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of California applicable to contracts negotiated, executed and wholly performed therein. Any notice hereunder shall be either personally delivered to the recipient thereof or sent by registered or certified mail, postage prepaid, addressed to the recipient thereof at the address of the recipient contained on page one hereof. Any such notice shall be deemed given when received.

5. (a) You hereby warrant, represent and agree that:

   (1) during the term hereof, you shall remain or become a member in good standing of any appropriate labor union or unions representing persons performing services of the type and character that you may be required to perform under this agreement and

   (2) no materials, ideas or other properties furnished by you and utilized by us in connection with the recording or otherwise will violate or infringe upon any common law or statutory right of any person, firm or corporation, including without limitation, contractual rights, copyrights and rights of privacy and/or publicity.

  (3) You are of legal age and have the power to enter into this agreement.

   (b) You hereby agree to and do hereby indemnify, save and hold us harmless from any and all damages, liabilities, costs, losses and expenses (including legal costs and reasonable attorney fees) arising out of or connected with any claim, demand or action which is inconsistent with any of the warranties, representations or covenants made by you in this contract. You agree to reimburse us, on demand, for any payment made by us at any time with respect to any such damage, liability, cost, loss or expense to which the foregoing indemnity applies.

This Agreement sets forth the entire understanding between the parties hereto relating to the subject matter of this Agreement.  No modification, amendment, waiver or discharge of this Agreement or any of its provisions shall be binding unless confirmed by a written statement signed by the Musical Group and countersigned by the Musician. Failure by either party to exercise any right(s) granted hereunder shall not be deemed a waiver of said right(s). This Agreement shall be deemed entered into in the State of California, and its validity, construction, interpretation and legal effect will be governed by the laws of the State of California applicable to contracts entered into and performed entirely within the State of California, with respect to the determination of any claim, dispute or disagreement which may arise out of the interpretation, performance or breach of this Agreement.  The Musical Group and the Musician agree that any dispute that the parties are unable to resolve shall be submitted to arbitration or mediation within the City of Los Angeles before either party may initiate any action or proceeding in any court of law or equity.  Any process in any action or proceeding commenced as a mediation or arbitration or in such courts, arising out of any such claim, dispute or disagreement, may, among other methods, be served upon the Musician by delivering or mailing the same, via registered or certified mail, addressed to the Musician at the address first written above, or such other address as the Musician may designate pursuant to this Agreement. Any such delivery or mail service shall be deemed to have the same force and effect as personal service within the State of California. If any clause, sentence, paragraph or part of this Agreement or the application thereof to any party, shall, for any reason be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall continue in full force and effect, but such judgment shall be limited and confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment shall have been rendered and to the party involved, and such judgment shall not effect the validity of the balance of this Agreement.

Very truly yours,

AGREED AND ACCEPTED By

___________________________                                              ___________________________

 (Musician)                                                Artist (Musical Group)


